A Prayer for Apocalypse
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I. Flow of Ephesians 1:15-23

- One sentence in Greek (169 words)

- The structure resembles something to the effect of a nesting doll

Il. Paul’s prayer for apocalypse (1:15-19)
a) The word “revelation” (v. 17) is from the Greek apokalupsis
- Lit. meaning: to uncover

- Inthe Biblical imagination, apocalypse is when heavenly realities are made visible

b) Paul clarifies the goal of his apocalyptic prayer; namely, that the Ephesians would
understand three things:

1. calling
2. inheritance
3. power
lll. The power of the ascended, seated Christ (1:20-23)
a) Paul elaborates the third point, anchoring his argument in the ascension of Christ

- The doctrine of the ascension has become a “read-optional” appendix. A nice
touch, but nonessential

- The NT authors disagree. The ascension incontestable victory

The unifying climax of the whole [kingly] story is contained in the ascension
— DOUGLAS FARROW

b) The church, amidst hostile cosmic powers, needs a robust ascension theology

IV. Concluding statements
1. Cherish the doctrine of the ascension

2. Pray unceasingly—as Paul prays—for apocalypse



